(2) Adult type the condition usually occurs after infancy and the constriction is at or below the insertion of the ductus arteriosus. Blood supply to the lower extremities is maintained by collateral circulation through the upper intercostals, internal mammary and the posterior scapular vessels. The ductus is usually obliterated but occasionally it may be patent.
By coarctation of the aorta is meant a condition in which there is narrowing or complete obliteration at or below the isthmus of the aorta; that part of the aorta which extends between the origin of the left subclavian artery and the point of insertion of the ductus arteriosus.
Bonnet classifies coarctation of the aorta under two headings :?
(1) Infantile type in which there is a diffuse narrowing of the isthmus, and is usually associated with other congenital abnormalities. The ductus arteriosus is patent. In some cases the stenosis may be only of a moderate degree, while in others the isthmus may be absent altogether or reduced to a thin fibrous cord.
(2) Adult type the condition usually occurs after infancy and the constriction is at or below the insertion of the ductus arteriosus. Blood supply to the lower extremities is maintained by collateral circulation through the upper intercostals, internal mammary and the posterior scapular vessels. The ductus is usually obliterated but occasionally it may be patent.
Embryology
The aorta and its branches are developed from the embryonic vessels consisting of a dorsal aorta, a ventral aorta and six pairs of aortic arches.
(1) First and second pairs connect the unfused portion of the dorsal with the unfused ventral aorta.
(2) Third, fourth and sixth pairs arise from the truncus arteriosus and join the unfused portion of the dorsal aorta.
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